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Abstract 

 

Marine historiography began as a subset of naval and economic history but has broadened into a 

rich, multidisciplinary field. Early works focused predominantly on naval battles, exploration, and 

colonial expansion.  From exploring ancient navigation to analyzing contemporary maritime 

conflicts and ecological changes, marine history integrates environmental science, archaeology, 

economics, and policy studies. Historiographical trends reflect shifts from Eurocentric naval 

accounts to global ocean histories emphasizing transnational exchange, environmental 

stewardship, and Indigenous maritime knowledge. Contemporary marine historians benefit from 

innovations in data collection, digital tools, and interdisciplinary methods. 

 

Introduction 

Marine historiography—the study of historical narratives related to seas, oceans, and maritime 

activities has evolved significantly in recent decades, shaped by interdisciplinary collaboration and 

technological advances. From exploring ancient navigation to analyzing contemporary maritime 

conflicts and ecological changes, marine history integrates environmental science, archaeology, 

economics, and policy studies. This paper surveys major research trends, methodological 

innovations, and emergent issues in modern marine historiography, emphasizing cutting-edge 

tools and interdisciplinary framework. 

Observation 

Marine historiography began as a subset of naval and economic history but has broadened into a 

rich, multidisciplinary field. Early works focused predominantly on naval battles, exploration, and 

colonial expansion. More recently, scholars emphasize the socio-economic, environmental, and 

cultural dimensions of maritime history, including the human impact on marine ecosystems.The 
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field intersects with historical marine ecology, which combines archival research with ecological 

data to assess long-term changes in oceanic systems (del Valle, 2025, p. 3). 

Marine zooarchaeology and palaeoecology contribute deep-time ecological insights by analyzing 

animal remains and fossils from submerged and coastal archaeological sites .Historiographical 

trends reflect shifts from Eurocentric naval accounts to global ocean histories emphasizing 

transnational exchange, environmental stewardship, and Indigenous maritime 

knowledge.Contemporary marine historians benefit from innovations in data collection, digital 

tools, and interdisciplinary methods. 

Autonomous surface and underwater vehicles collect real-time ocean data, aiding historians in 

correlating ecological trends with historical human activity.Digitized ship logs, trade records, and 

fisheries data become searchable datasets analyzed via AI tools to track patterns in maritime 

economics and labor histories.Geographic Information Systems map historical shipping routes, 

fishery grounds, and environmental zones, revealing spatial relationships in marine history (del 

Valle, 2025, p. 12). 

Marine historians work with ecologists, anthropologists, and policy experts to address complex 

questions about ocean governance, resource conflicts, and sustainability (Mello, 2025).Several 

contemporary themes dominate marine historical research. Studies document long-term declines 

in fish populations and coral reef health, linking these to historical overfishing and climate change 

(del Valle, 2025, p. 7).Research examines territorial disputes, resource conflicts, and international 

maritime law development, including emerging challenges of deep-sea mining and environmental 

regulations. 

Exploring economic models that balance marine resource utilization with conservation, including 

offshore wind and marine protected areas (Wang, 2025).The History of Marine Animal 

Populations (HMAP) initiative exemplifies interdisciplinary marine historiography by 

synthesizing ecological, fisheries, and historical data globally.Underwater archaeology in the 

Asia-Pacific region reveals historical contexts of trade and cultural exchange, reshaping 

understandings of maritime connectivity (Maritime History Forum, 2025).Use of AI-driven 

predictive models in marine conflict zones improves historians' forecasting capabilities and aids 

policy recommendations (Mello, 2025). 

While marine historiography is rich and growing, challenges remain and significant research biases 

exist toward regions like North America and Europe, while the Global South remains 
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underrepresented (del Valle, 2025, p. 15).Access to advanced digital and autonomous technologies 

varies considerably among researchers globally.Historians must navigate rapidly evolving 

environmental data, maritime conflicts, and international regulatory frameworks. 

Conclusion 

Marine historiography stands at a dynamic crossroads, enriched by interdisciplinary 

methodologies and technological advances that deepen our understanding of humanity’s complex 

relationship with the oceans. Contemporary research combines ecological data, digital tools, and 

historical analysis to address pressing global challenges related to marine conservation, economic 

use, and maritime governance. 
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