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Abstract

This article focuses on providing an analysis of the basic tenets of globalization and globality.
Currently, these two concepts are among the most essential, representative, and influential for
cultural interpretation within the global context. The concept of globalization has emerged as a
central topic in modern academic discourse, attracting attention across various fields such as
economics, politics, media, geography, and sociology. This interdisciplinary nature has led to the
development of diverse concepts, ideas, and definitions related to globalization. However, due to
its multifaceted character and broad scope, scholars have yet to reach a consensus on a single
definition. This paper aims to synthesize the primary concepts and definitions associated with
globalization to provide a clear and comprehensive understanding of this contemporary
phenomenon. The analysis relies exclusively on secondary data from various scholars, with a
particular emphasis on sociological perspectives. Globalization is portrayed as a complex and
evolving process that has undergone significant transformations over the centuries, profoundly
impacting modern society and culture. The article explores the definition of globalization, tracing
its historical origins and the intricate processes that define its evolution. It views globalization as
an ongoing process that fosters economic interdependence, cultural exchange, and political
cooperation among nations while addressing the inherent contradictions arising from these
dynamics. Additionally, the notion of globality is introduced as a prospective future condition in
which individuals may prioritize their affiliations with a global community over their national
identities.
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Introduction

In our rapidly evolving world, a multitude of intricate processes significantly shape contemporary
society and culture, primarily through the integration of global systems. Globalization, a
phenomenon with deep historical roots, has undergone a long and fascinating evolution that dates
back to the emergence of the first civilizations around the Mediterranean and extends to the Near
and Far East. This journey has continued through the centuries, culminating in the complex
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dynamics of today’s modern society (Friedman, 1994). This concept of integration has long been
a focal point in sociological discourse, reflecting the ways in which societies connect and interact
on a global scale. In Sociology one of the most systematic formulations of this idea can be traced
back to the functionalist perspectives, which postulates that societies function as unified social
systems. In this perspective, each component plays a vital role within a cohesive structure,
contributing positively to the overall system and highlighting the interdependence of societal
elements. This foundational idea remains highly relevant in contemporary discussions of
globalization, which fundamentally represents the integration of diverse societies into a single,
interconnected world system as a form of global village. Globalization affects everyone in today’s
world in various ways. It is not a singular process but rather a complex web of interrelated activities
that permeate every aspect of social life, even influencing the most personal dimensions of human
experience. These activities include the rapid growth of trade, financial markets, investments,
multinational corporations, communication technologies, information exchange, tourism, and
travel. Through these interconnected processes, the world feels increasingly smaller, diminishing
the significance of physical distances. As a result, individuals are more likely to engage with
diverse cultures and ideas, fostering a sense of global community that transcends local boundaries.
This integration reshapes identities and interactions, making it essential to understand the
multifaceted nature of globalization and its profound implications for contemporary life. Being a
significant force with its intricate process shaping the contemporary world and influencing various
aspects of life, including economic, political, cultural, and technological dimensions it has
garnered extensive scholarly attention.

Globalisation

The concept of "globalization" was not formally recognized until the late twentieth century, but its
roots extend much further back in history. The English word "globe" dates to the fifteenth century,
derived from the Latin "globus," and has historically referred to a spherical representation of the
Earth (MWD, 2003; Robertson, 2001: 6254; Scholte, 2007). The adjective "global" appeared in
the late seventeenth century, initially meaning "spherical," but by the late nineteenth century, it had
shifted to denote "world scale" (OED, 1989: VI, 582). The verb "globalize" emerged in the 1940s
alongside "globalism" (Reiser and Davies, 1944: 212, 219), The notion of "globality" as a state
began to gain traction during the 1980s (Robertson, 1983).

The term "globalization" first emerged in English in 1959 and was added to dictionaries by 1961
(Schreiter, 1997: 5; Webster, 1961: 965; Scholte, 2007). However, the vocabulary associated with
globalization had already permeated many languages, with equivalents such as lil "alam in Arabic,
quangiuhua in Chinese, mondialisation in French, globalizatsia in Russian, and globalizacion in
Spanish. The word "international," coined by Jeremy Bentham in the 1780s (1789: 326; Suganami,
1978), gained importance as it corresponded with the emergence of nation-states and their cross-
border interactions. The recent surge in global discourse likely indicates a growing recognition
that contemporary social relations have evolved into a new dimension. The challenge has been to
transcend mere terminology and develop a robust conceptual framework. By the early 1980s, the

Volume 04, Issue 03, March 2014 ISSN 2457 -0362 Page 50



International Journal For Advanced Research
In Science & Technology

IJARST ISSN: 2457-0362
concept of the global began to take shape independently across various academic disciplines. Since
the 1990s, globalization has become a central theme in academic research. In sociology, for
instance, Roland Robertson played a key role in examining these ideas. Today, this phenomenon
is studied through diverse disciplinary lenses, geographical contexts, theoretical frameworks, and
political viewpoints.

A diverse array of scholars has actively engaged with the prevailing themes of globalization
discourse. The number of references to "globalization" in the United States Library of Congress
surged from 34 in 1994 to 5,245 by 2005 (Waters, 1995; LoC, 2005; Scholte, 2007). This growing
interest has led to the establishment of numerous research institutions, academic programs,
courses, textbooks, and online resources focused on this topic. The recent publication of various
anthologies and the introduction of the first Encyclopaedia of Globalization further underscore the
expansion of this field (cf. Higgott and Payne, 2000; Lechner and Boli, 2000; Held and McGrew,
2003; Robertson and Scholte, 2006; Scholte, 2007). Since 2000, several professional organizations
have been founded, including Global Studies Associations in both the UK and the USA, as well as
a Globalization Studies Network with international members. Some theorists have even proposed
that globalization could become a central theme for a new paradigm in social research (Shaw,
1999; Mittelman, 2002; Scholte, 2007).

Defining Globalization

Globalization refers to the increasing interconnectedness and interdependence of economies,
societies, and cultures worldwide. Robertson (1992) highlights the compression of the world and
the intensification of global consciousness, emphasizing both material and ideational aspects of
globalization. According to Appadurai (1996), globalization refers to "the complex interplay of
cultural flows and exchanges that shape the experiences of individuals and communities across the
globe." While political perspective by Held et al. (1999) describe globalization as "the widening,
deepening, and speeding up of worldwide interconnectedness in all aspects of contemporary social
life." One prominent thinker who links globalization to modernism is Anthony Giddens (Giddens,
1998, p. 166). He argues that globalization is “a consequence of modernism,” highlighting the
spread of Western institutions and the emergence of new forms of interdependence across the
globe. Giddens emphasizes that this process not only reshapes economic and political landscapes
but also transforms social relations, fostering a more interconnected world, emphasising that
globalization is "the intensification of worldwide social relations which link distant localities in
such a way that local happenings are shaped by events occurring many miles away” Giddens
(1990). While emphasising on technological perspective, Castells (2000) explains globalization as
"the process by which the world is increasingly interconnected through technology, particularly
through information and communication technologies." As Joseph Stiglitz (2004) articulates,
globalization involves “the hard integration of countries and nations in the world” (p. 23),
emphasizing the unifying forces that draw nations together into a shared global society. According
to Professor Jameson, globalisation represents the perception of a vast expansion of worldwide
communication and the potential for a global market, both of which appear much more current and
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concrete than in previous periods of modernity (Steger, 2003). Scholte (2005) describes
globalization as the "rescaling of social relations" that transcends traditional geographical and
political boundaries, promoting greater global integration. These definitions underline the
multifaceted nature of globalization, encompassing economic, cultural, technological, and political
dimensions along with discourse and deliberation on the varied concepts, process, condition,
system, forces and era. A historical overview of globalization demonstrates that, despite occasional
disruptions, it has been a continuous process spanning centuries. However, this process is
inherently unequal, affecting different regions and societies with varying degrees of intensity. As
Jan Nederveen Pieterse notes, the understanding of globalization varies across social sciences and
historical contexts, highlighting its complex and multifaceted nature.

Volume 04, Issue 03, March 2014 ISSN 2457 -0362 Page 52



ITARST

Table 1. Globalization in social sciences

International Journal For Advanced Research
In Science & Technology

ISSN: 24570362

Disciplines | Period | Agency, domain | Keywords
1970s MNCs, banks, | Global corporation, world
technologies product, global capitalism
Economics
2000s New economy, dot.com
Cultural Mass media, ICT, | Global village, CNN world,
s[u dici 1970s Advertising, McDonaldisation,
" consummation Disneyfication, hybridization
Political A
science, ) Internalization of Con?pet“o'r. SlalCS‘.
intiernational 1980s the state. Social postmtc'rnauonzfl politics,
celatiogs movements, global civil society
INGOs
Spac.e a'.]d place.‘ Global — local dialectics,
Geography 1900s relativiasion  of ;
globalization
distance
. Capitalism, national state,
Sociology 1800s Modernity industdialization. e
Philosophy 1700s Global reflexivity Planet‘ary ethics;  universal
morality
Polltical 1500s Capitalism World market
economy
Cross-  cultural
. trade,
History, 5000 ' Global flows, global ecumene.
anthropology | BCE cologles, Widening scale of cooperation
world  religions,
Evolution
Global  ecology,
Ecology integration of | Spaceship earth, global risk
ecosystems

Source: Pieterse Nedeerven, Jan. 2009. Globalization and Culture: Global Mélage.
Lanhan: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, INC. pp 15-16.

Globalisation as a process

Globalization can be comprehensively understood as a continuum of social processes that
transition societies from their present circumstances toward a state of global interconnectedness.
At its essence, globalization signifies evolving modalities of human interaction across economic,
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cultural, political, and technological dimensions. This multifaceted phenomenon reshapes how
individuals and communities relate to one another across vast distances, fostering a sense of shared
experience and collective identity that transcends local and national boundaries.

The statement that "globalization is occurring" encapsulates three fundamental insights. Firstly,
humanity is moving beyond the modern condition that has prevailed since the 16th century. This
modern condition—characterized by the rise of nation-states, industrialization, and the
establishment of a capitalist economy—has laid the groundwork for contemporary society.
However, it is becoming more and more clear as we negotiate the complexity of the twenty-first
century that the frameworks and paradigms that formerly characterised our life are being
questioned and changed. Secondly, globalization is progressing toward a new phase of
(postmodern) globality. This new phase is marked by heightened awareness of interconnectedness
and interdependence among diverse cultures and societies. In this postmodern context, traditional
notions of identity, sovereignty, and cultural homogeneity are being re-examined and redefined.
The emergence of digital technologies, social media, and instantaneous communication has
accelerated this shift, enabling individuals to engage with global issues and perspectives in ways
that were previously unimaginable. As a result, we are witnessing the rise of a more pluralistic and
multifaceted global culture where diverse voices and narratives coexist and interact. Thirdly, this
evolution is both ongoing and incomplete. Globalization is not a finite process with a
predetermined endpoint; rather, it is a dynamic and fluid journey that continues to unfold. As
societies grapple with the implications of globalization, they encounter both opportunities and
challenges. Economic disparities, cultural clashes, and environmental concerns are just a few
issues that arise as communities navigate this complex landscape. The ongoing nature of
globalization means that societies must remain adaptable and responsive to the changing dynamics
of the world around them.

Like other concepts ending in "-ization," globalization denotes a dynamic process reflecting a
trajectory of development or unfolding along discernible patterns. This transformation may
manifest either rapidly or gradually; however, it consistently represents change and reorganization
of existing frameworks. The processes of globalization can be seen in various forms—such as the
expansion of international trade, the proliferation of multinational corporations, the spread of
cultural practices, and increasing mobility across borders—each contributing to the reorganization
of existing frameworks (Steger, 2003).

Globality as a discourse

This multifaceted usage of globalisation often results in ambiguity and misunderstanding, as the
term is frequently applied without adequate contextual clarification. For instance, equating
globalization as a process with globalization as a condition can lead to circular reasoning,
exemplified by the assertion that "globalization [the process] results in more globalization [the
condition]," which fails to provide meaningful explanatory insight. To mitigate this conceptual
confusion, the term "globality" has been introduced to articulate a specific social condition.
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Globality denotes a state marked by extensive interconnections across economic, political,
cultural, and environmental dimensions that challenge the relevance of traditional borders and
boundaries. In contrast to globalization, which refers to a continuous process, globality indicates
a present state. However, it is essential to recognize that globality is not a fixed or ultimate
condition; instead, it represents a transitional phase anticipated to evolve into new, qualitatively
distinct social arrangements over time. This differentiation is vital for fostering a more nuanced
comprehension of globalization.

By distinguishing between processes and conditions, the concept of globality offers a framework
for examining the dynamic and evolving nature of global interconnectedness. It emphasizes that
globality should not be perceived as a final destination but rather as part of an ongoing
transformation of social, political, and economic structures on a global scale (Steger, 2003).
However, globality may manifest in various forms: one version could emphasize individualism
and competition supported by private property systems and capitalism; another might focus on
communal arrangements with less reliance on capitalist economic relations. These potential
variations highlight the uncertain nature of globality, leaving it to future generations to determine
which path will prevail. The terms globality and globalization are frequently employed as
synonyms; however, they denote separate concepts that carry unique implications for
comprehending the interrelations among societies.

Globalisation is a complex phenomenon characterised by increased interconnection and
interdependence among states through an exchange of commodities, services, ideas, and cultural
components. The global integration of political, cultural, and economic frameworks characterises
this trend. One important feature of globalisation is its propensity to foster a global perspective,
which can lead to cultural homogenisation and the frequent erasure of regional traditions and
practices in favour of dominant global cultures. Conversely, globality denotes to the state that
emerges as a result of globalization. It signifies a condition characterized by extensive
interconnections across multiple dimensions—economic, political, cultural, and environmental—
thereby challenging conventional borders and limitations. Globality reflects an awareness of the
interconnectedness among various cultures and societies, acknowledging that actions taken at the
local level can have far-reaching global implications. It represents a specific state or condition
resulting from these processes. It reflects an awareness of the interconnectedness that has emerged
due to globalization. Globality enables the coexistence of various cultures while recognizing the
importance of local identities. It emphasizes that while globalization can influence local cultures,
it does not eliminate them; rather, it can lead to hybrid forms that blend both global and local traits.
The influence of these concepts on local cultures is both profound and multifaceted. Globalization,
often acclaimed for fostering connectivity and facilitating the exchange of ideas, also presents
significant challenges to preserving cultural identities. It frequently emphasizes efficiency and
uniformity at the expense of the rich diversity inherent in local traditions. For example,
transnational corporations standardize products and services to appeal to a global audience,
inadvertently eroding local customs, traditions, and preferences. This trend is evident in the
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dominance of fast-food chains and global retail brands, which can lead to the homogenization of
tastes and lifestyles, overshadowing unique cultural expressions. Additionally, globalization can
dilute local languages, art forms, and culinary practices, as communities may feel compelled to
conform to global standards to remain competitive. This often creates a sense of cultural
dislocation, as individuals and groups navigate the tension between embracing modernity and
safeguarding their heritage. The result is a dynamic interplay of adaptation and resistance, with
local cultures striving to maintain their distinctiveness against the backdrop of pervasive global
influences.

Conversely, the concept of globality offers a more optimistic perspective, providing local cultures
with opportunities to flourish alongside global trends. Rather than perceiving globalization solely
as a threat, many communities are finding ways to integrate global influences while preserving
their unique identities. This interaction can invigorate local cultures, allowing them to draw
inspiration from global ideas while asserting their own values and traditions. For instance, local
artisans might blend contemporary design with traditional craftsmanship, creating hybrid forms
that appeal to both local and global audiences. This synthesis of local and global elements fosters
cultural resilience and adaptability, helping ensure the preservation of vital aspects of local
heritage. Communities that engage with global trends while celebrating their own cultural
narratives cultivate a sense of pride and belonging. This dual approach enriches the local cultural
landscape and contributes to a more diverse global culture, where various voices and perspectives
coexist.

It implies a fundamental shift in how individuals and societies perceive their identities and
affiliations, moving from a focus on the nation-state to a broader global perspective. Globality is
envisioned as a state of collective consciousness where individuals feel a stronger connection to
the global community than to their national or local communities. It involves imagining the world
as a unified entity that transcends traditional borders and nationalistic affiliations (Steger, 2008).
This concept can be compared to historical shifts, such as during the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries when people's collective consciousness transitioned from religious to national affiliations
(Steger, 2008).

The Role of Globalization in Shaping Globality

Globality is viewed not as a independent reality but as a potential related state that arises from the
processes of globalization. This shift is driven by several key factors like a) The emergence of
global communication technologies allows individuals to connect and share ideas across
international borders (Held et al., 1999). This connectivity fosters the exchange of cultural
practices and values. b) The growth of global trade and multinational corporations creates
economic systems where the well-being of one nation is increasingly linked to that of others. As
these economic ties strengthen, the need for collaborative efforts becomes more pronounced
(Giddens, 1990). C) The convergence of media, technology, and migration encourages cultural
blending, leading to shared global experiences and values. While this cultural exchange enriches
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local traditions, it also raises concerns about cultural homogenization (Steger, 2020). D)Political
Cooperation through institutions like the United Nations and the World Health Organization
promote a unified response to global issues—such as climate change and pandemics—
emphasizing the importance of collective action (Held et al., 1999). This approach fosters a sense
of global citizenship. E) Ecological Responsiveness arising due to the pressing nature of
environmental crises highlights the interconnectedness of humanity, underscoring the need for
global strategies to tackle challenges that transcend national borders (Steger, 2020).

The transition towards globality indicates a departure from nationalism or localism, similar to past
transformations in human consciousness—from religious identities to national affiliations. Steger's
concept of the "global imaginary" illustrates a growing sense of belonging to a global community
shaped by shared concerns, aspirations, and challenges (Steger, 2008). This evolution is gradual
and complex, as individuals navigate these changes.

Conclusion.

Globalization is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that has significantly evolved over the
centuries, profoundly shaping contemporary society and culture. Defined as the increasing
interconnectedness of countries, cultures, and economies, globalization encompasses a wide range
of processes that facilitate the flow of goods, services, information, and people across borders.
This integration has historical roots that trace back to ancient civilizations, with critical
developments occurring during the Age of Exploration, the Industrial Revolution, and the post-
World War II era. Each of these periods contributed to the intricate web of relationships that
characterize our modern global landscape. As a continuous process, globalization reflects both
opportunities and challenges. On one hand, it fosters economic growth by opening up new markets
and encouraging investment across borders. This economic interdependence can lead to increased
efficiency and innovation, benefiting consumers through a wider variety of goods and services at
lower prices. Additionally, globalization promotes cultural exchange, allowing individuals to
experience diverse traditions, ideas, and practices that enrich their lives and broaden their
perspectives. However, globalization also raises significant concerns about inequality and the
erosion of local identities. The benefits of globalization are not evenly distributed; while some
regions thrive economically, others may experience marginalization or exploitation. This disparity
can exacerbate existing social inequalities and contribute to feelings of disenfranchisement among
those left behind. Furthermore, the dominance of global cultures often rooted in Western ideals
can overshadow local traditions and practices, leading to cultural homogenization and a loss of
diversity.

The concept of globality emerges from this discourse as a potential future state where individuals
prioritize their connections to a global community over national affiliation. A revolutionary
movement in consciousness towards acknowledging our common humanity in the midst of varied
cultures and experiences is suggested by globality. It highlights how crucial it is to value local
identities while yet promoting a sense of belonging to a global community. Addressing global
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issues that call for cooperation across national boundaries, like social justice concerns, public
health emergencies, and climate change, requires this change. In the end, navigating the
complexity of our interconnected world requires a grasp of globalisation and its effects. As
societies grapple with the benefits and drawbacks of globalization, it becomes essential to foster
inclusive policies that promote equitable participation in the global economy while preserving
cultural diversity. This involves creating frameworks that ensure marginalized voices are heard
and considered in decision-making processes related to trade, investment, and cultural exchange.

Moreover, engaging in ongoing dialogue about globalization will shape its future trajectory and
impact on our lives. By critically examining how globalization affects various aspects of society—
economically, culturally, politically—we can better understand its role in shaping our identities
and relationships with one another. As we move forward in this increasingly interconnected world,
it is vital to embrace both the opportunities presented by globalization and the responsibility to
address its challenges in a manner that promotes equity and inclusivity for all.

Economic globalization has led to the integration of markets and an increase in international trade,
facilitating the unrestricted movement of goods, services, and capital. While this integration
promotes competition and innovation, it also raises issues such as economic inequality, job
displacement, and labour exploitation in developing nations. These challenges are often
exacerbated by multinational corporations that prioritize profit over local community stability.
While on the political front, globalization has transformed governance structures and international
relations. It has resulted in the establishment of global institutions like the United Nations (UN)
and the World Trade Organization (WTO) to tackle pressing issues such as climate change and
human rights. However, this shift has ignited debates regarding national sovereignty and the
complexities of global governance. Culturally, globalization encourages the sharing of ideas and
values, fostering a sense of interconnectedness among diverse populations. While this can lead to
greater understanding and tolerance, it may also result in cultural homogenization, where local
customs are overshadowed by dominant global cultures, particularly those from Western nations.

The challenge of balancing globalization with cultural preservation remains an essential area for
further exploration.
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